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Lali Chitanava
Doctor of Philology

EUROPEAN MASCARONS AND THE DADIANI PALACE

doLO®IIO0

The present study explores the role and significance of mascarons—architectural
and decorative sculptural elements—in the context of the Dadiani Palace furniture col-
lections. The primary aim is to analyze the aesthetic, symbolic, and cultural functions of
mascarons as both protective emblems and markers of aristocratic taste, situating them
within the broader framework of European artistic traditions and their local adaptation in
nineteenth-century Georgia.

Methodologically, the research employs an interdisciplinary approach, combining
art-historical, cultural, and stylistic analysis with close examination of surviving artefacts
preserved in the Dadiani Palace Museum. Particular emphasis is placed on the influence
of Baroque and Rococo ornamentation, as well as on the ways in which European motifs
were integrated into the aristocratic environment of Samegrelo.

The study is guided by the following research questions: What symbolic and aes-
thetic functions do mascarons fulfill within the furniture and interior design of the Dadiani
Palace?In what ways did European decorative trends shape the material culture of the
Georgian aristocracy?How do mascarons reflect both universal mythological symbolism
and the cultural specificity of their local context?

The findings suggest that mascarons operated not merely as decorative embellish-
ments but as cultural signifiers that mediated between the sacred and the profane, em-
bodying power, protection, and aesthetic refinement. Their presence demonstrates a syn-
thesis of European monumental styles with Georgian aristocratic identity, thus positioning
the Dadiani Palace collection as a unique testimony to transcultural exchange. Ultimately,
mascarons serve as enduring witnesses of historical memory, encapsulating both the
grandeur of aristocratic life and the symbolic imagination of their creators.

Keywords: Dadiani Palace, mascarons, European furniture, secretaries
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